
ST MATTHEW’S
Widening the Lens



And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he
said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I

knew it not.

• How awesome is this place! This is none
other than the house of God, and this is
the gate of heaven.



The Purpose of Church
1. To support our members in their growth as

disciples of Jesus
2. To care for the emotional, psychological,

and material well-being of our members
3. To build up the Body of Christ by reaching

and welcoming new members
4. To participate in the building of God's

kingdom through acts of justice and loving
service in the world



• The State exists simply to promote and to
protect the ordinary happiness of human
beings in this life. A husband and wife
chatting over a fire, a couple of friends
having a game of darts in a pub, a man
reading a book in his own room or digging
in his own garden— that is what the State
is there for. And unless they are helping to
increase and prolong and protect such
moments, all the laws, parliaments,
armies, courts, police, economics, etc., are
simply a waste of time.



• In the same way the Church exists for
nothing else but to draw [people] into
Christ, to make them little Christs. If they
are not doing that, all the cathedrals,
clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible
itself, are simply a waste of time. God
became [human] for no other purpose.

• CS LEWIS – Mere Christianity



Why Come to Church?
• Community
• Worship
• Lonely
• Seeking
• Avoid lightning
• Jesus

• Change the world
• Always have
• Music
• Last multi-

generational
institution



What about everyone else?
Why don’t they come?



Anglican Church of Canada



ACC
Year Total Anglicans

Canada
Baptisms

1961 1,320,649 44,416
1971 1,109,221 28,722
1991 801,983 20,953
2001 641,845 13,304



• 63% of all givers at St. Matthew’s are 65
years of age or older. This group
generates 68.3 % of revenues. Only 32%
of all givers are under the age of 65,
contributing an almost identical 31% of
revenues.

• 2000, parish Roll was 747, 2015, 460.
• 2000, Youth 68, 2015, 0.



Has anything else changed?

• What was the highest level of technology
in your home in 1980?

• 2000? 2016?
• How did you receive news?Communicate?
• Make a reservation? Find a phone

number?Find a destination? Rent a car?
• How did you prepare an assignment to

hand in in grade 12?



• What about social structures?
• How many African-Americans or First

Nations people did you see on TV in
1980? How were they portrayed?

• How about the cultural expression of
women? Gay people? Divorced? Single
mothers? Single fathers?

• How many opportunities were there to
engage in spirituality? Yoga? Buddhism?



The Good Old Days

• As you reflect on the last few decades, ask
yourself these questions:

• What are your outstanding memories of church
and nation?

• How was the church perceived in society?
• How did church and culture interact?
• What was our relationship to authority?



Choluteca Bridge, Honduras



Church                 Culture
• The Age of Stability
• 1950’s

• The Age of Transition
• 1960’s
• 1970’s

• The Age of
Multiculturalism,
Secularism, Pluralism

• 1980’s
• 1990’s
• 2000’s



1950         Culture         2016

• Modern
• Print
• Linear world view
• Mono or Bi Cultural
• Core Beliefs
• Europe
• Institutional
• Absolute values
• Male
• Stability, permanence
• Incremental change
• Membership
• hierarchy

• Post modern
• Digital
• Mosaic worldviews
• Multicultural
• Pluralized beliefs
• The East
• Individualistic
• Relational values
• Male and female, LGBT
• Uncertainty, transition
• Total discontinuity
• Free affiliation
• egalitarian



1950       Church       2016
• Christendom
• Religion
• God above
• Christianity as THE religion
• Homogenaity of values
• Church loyalty and

Membership
• Mission far away
• Culture supports church
• hierarchy
• All ages, represents population

• Post-Christendom
• Spirituality
• God within
• Christianity an option among

many
• Plurality of values
• Connections, church as a way

station on journey ‘designer
religion’

• Mission here at home
• Culture ambivilent or hostile
• Egalitarian
• 60 something while population

is 30 something



Living in Christendom
• ‘Church’ = the hierarchy, the embodiment of Christ’s lordship
• Baptism initiates into a Christian society
• Baptism is a civic duty. Infant baptism requires no preparation

Catechesis is preparation for adulthood (confirmation)
• Salvation is getting to heaven when you die Original sin is inherited

guilt
• Evangelizing consists in baptizing communities and providing

education through Church institutions
• Making disciples consists in developing a Christian culture that

supports the Church’s teaching and discipline
• A good life is conformity to the teaching and discipline of the

‘Church’
• The vocation of the ‘Church’ is to undergird and maintain a stable

Christian society



SOCIETY HAS REJECTED CHRISTENDOM
• ‘Church’ = the People of God, the body of Christ, the temple of the

Holy Spirit
• Baptism initiates into a sacramental, eschatological community
• Baptism is the business of the People of God Every baptism

requires communal formation
• Catechesis is conversion therapy for those who will share the

mission of Christ
• Salvation is the healing and transformation of the world
• Original sin is culturally formed alienation from the ways of God
• Evangelizing consists in Christian people introducing others to the

way of Jesus through loving service



Society has rejected Christendom

• Making disciples consists in mentoring people in the way of Jesus
and baptizing them into the life and vocation of the Church

• Through sacraments we share in the mystery of Christ crucified and
risen

• Faith offers courage and hope to the victims of the powers-that-be
• A good life is shaped by the paschal mystery through the power of

the Spirit
• The vocation of the Church is to model and inspire the hope of a

new creation, through witness and service



Who Are They?



Who are they?

• Authority – Non Hierarchical
• Individualism, Self Expression
• Instant communication
• Belonging
• Commitment averse – open ended
• Authenticity
• Diverse



Adapting Christendom for a consumer society?

• ‘Church’ = the hierarchy (with the support of the laity)
• Requiring baptism is inhospitable
• We don’t ask people to change, we don’t ask anything of anyone
• Infant baptism requires no preparation, Catechesis is optional, “designer”
• Salvation is personal fulfilment (and getting to heaven when you die)
• Original sin is passé ,
• Evangelizing consists in inviting people ‘back to church’, being welcoming.
• Making disciples consists in recruiting people into the ministries of the

Church
• Sacraments offer a personal experience of grace
• Faith is a private affair, protected by the powers-that-be
• A good life includes spiritual fulfilment
• The vocation of the Church is to survive



Sociologist Reginald Bibby
• From 1975 – 2010 number of people who never

attend church services doubled from 20%-40%.
• Number of people who attend a service once per

month remains steady at 30%
• 2 in 3 people across the country say that their

religious or spiritual beliefs are important to
the way they live their lives.



• 1 in 2 report that that they engage in personal religious
or spiritual practices at least once a month.

• The fact that many Canadians do not give up on
spirituality even when they do not embrace
organized religion is suggested by some stark findings:
almost one-half (42%) of those who never attend
services say their religious or spiritual beliefs are
important to how they live life, and about one-quarter
(27%) report that they engage in related practices every
month or more.



Bibby Concludes

• As many as 6 in 10 people who seldom attend services
are open to greater involvement. However, they also tell
us that they need to find groups that address their
central spiritual, personal, and relational needs –
beginning with good ministry to their children.” Until
that happens, the gulf between spiritual/religious
interests and involvement will persist, with large numbers
of Canadians continuing to define themselves as
“spiritual but not religious.”



Matthew 7:16

“You will know them by their fruit.”

Fruit of the Spirit: Good works, social justice,
beautiful worship, music, thriving
community, outreach, caring for the sick,
elderly are the FRUIT.
FRUIT OF WHAT?



Who are the People of God
2032?



BAS 159



Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of
God’s creation, and respect, sustain and
renew the life of the Earth?
I will, with God’s help.



How are we…

• Forming one another in Christ?
• Building up the body?
• Growing our children?
• How are we doing the work of God?
• Naming our Mission, God’s Mission



The Church

• Can do and be many things…but
• 1. REACHING AND INVITING
• 2. FORMING, TRANSFORMING
• 3. SENDING OUT TO THE VINEYARD
• HOW DO WE RECLAIM THE VOCATION

OF THE BAPTIZED?
• The only prize worth saving is the prize I

lost.



• In the same way the Church exists for
nothing else but to draw [people] into
Christ, to make them little Christs. If they
are not doing that, all the cathedrals,
clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible
itself, are simply a waste of time. God
became [human] for no other purpose.

• CS LEWIS – Mere Christianity



And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he
said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I

knew it not.

• How awesome is this place! This is none
other than the house of God, and this is
the gate of heaven.


